


Fruiterers, Fishmongers and Florists
WREATHS MADE TO ORDER

Gwynne Powell & Son
DUFFRYN STORES
STATION RD., YSTRADGYNLAIS

David John James
Grocer and Provision Merchant

* Hardware, etc.
Central Stores, Abercrave
Swansea Valley

¢: Glantawe 3212

, Ystradgynlais

*

T. J. Williams & Sons

nd PUBLIC
'TRACTORS

BUILDING
WORKS CON

Gurnos Yard, Ystradgynlais
Swansea

MANUFACTURERS OF ALL KINDS OF JOINERY

Telephone :

Glantawe 3231

T. Evans & Sons

Automobile Engineers

eving

Authorised Morris Agents and Ford Dealers
Oxy-Acetylene Welding  CARS FOR HIRE

CENTRAL SERVICE STATION

YSTRADGYNLAIS
SWANSEA GLAM

Telephone : Ystradgynlais

DAVID L. DAVIES

o Uy
General Dealer in Ironmongery and Hardware

13 Craig Terrace, Brecon Road, Ystradgynlais, Swansea

HAYDN JONES

Newsagent. Stationer and Confectioner

BRECON ROAD, ABERCRAVE
SWANSEA, GLAM.
Telephone : Abercrave 275




Made in Abercrave —
famous all over the world

PERRY

COASTER HUB BRAKES

Cyclists all over the world rely on this Perry
coaster hub brake for controlled braking under
all conditions. It requires only slight foot press-
ure to bring you to a smooth, steady stop,
and your hands are always free for steering
and signalling.

Precision made by

PERRY CHAIN CO., LTD.

Headaquarters
TYSELEY . BIRMINGHAM 27

YSTRADGYNLAIS

Tue GATEWAY
TO

THE SEA, THE TOWN AND THE COUNTRYSIDE

THIRD EDITION

N
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HERE WE ARE

Why do you ask someone
to come and see you ?

It may be because you have something you wish to disc
may be for a cup of tea and a quict chat, or may be that you have
something to show

the District Council, believe that in Ystradgynlais you will

njoy a short or a long stay with us. W e that we have

nething to show you and by which you will remember us in a
t of way for a long time.

a_hospitable people, with Welsh naturally in pre-

but with a large sprinkling of English as well
on well toget

iz,

Tlongadocke

gmAgs-uK X)

A Llandoverye
Yo

o
" F THE RIVER TAWE AT YSTRADGYNLAIS
g <
E
3 § |

36 £ 5

] 23 3 ke )

@ 29 &y o

12 g :g g g

3 3
§7

vt e e ot Sy M i S e Cmrtr f .Sy e

Crown Copyright Reserved




HERE WE LIVE

‘e are the people of Ystradgynlais and District. We live on
the South-Western borders of Breconshire in the Tawe Valley, or
25 some people would prefer, ‘‘“The Valley.” Perhaps it
is easier to say that way.

We occupy some 22,000 gorgeous acres of the upper
valley and we claim, ‘much to the good-natured chag:
neighbours, that these are by far the finest acres in the “wo of

ley. The majority of them i part of the National

( zh«-

I’v\rk

here are abor 0 of us, and we live mainly in four large
hamicts and o few A Ystradgynlais is the largest and
Abercrave, Cwmtwreh, and Colbren follow

n
Nature has been kind to us and has endowed us with many
things beside beautiful ~||rro|||ulmé,~ We are sheltered from the
North and the East winds b'\ two noble ranges of highlands—the
Black Mountains on the de and the Breconshire Beacons on
the other, ‘and these keep the chill out. We also derive the benefits
of the warmth brought up this splendid valley by the gentle
Atlantic winds after p.\mn(, company with the Gulf Stream

In that favoured way we are tucked in snugly in a near
shaped hollow at alfitudes ranging from 300 to 800 fect Hove
sea-level.

We are proud of our bright and well-kept homes which are
mostly owned by the people who live in them. For those not in
this mu gory, the extensive Housing Schemes erected in central
and ositions and which are expanding at a fast rate, will
ve ev ry family who nee home accommodation in one
of ‘I\ts&' fine hous

We have excellent shopping and other facilities, and although
we do not boast of any large hotels we have, on the other hand,
some very good hostelries b i oot ot food sad
cooking s of a very high standard.

as you h-m not the good fortune of tasting some
of the delicious Welsh dishe T these places you have a treat
in store. Tlu pm\trlrnl Welsh *‘Cawl,’" or eggs with Welsh cured
ham and Welsh cakes to follow, are just a few of the delicacies we
specialize in around here and \with which you do not meet with
in other parts of the world

o

WOODLANDS SERVICE STATION AND CAFE

Allk

ads of Motor Repairs & Services promptly attended to

For ar
is at your Service,  Weddings and Parties C
M. & Mrs. Tudor

ly good cup of Tea, Hot Luncheons, etc., our Cafe
tered for

Propricto
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HEREABOUTS

Our neighbours are all excellent people, They are casily acces
nd every journey undertaken outside our own area should
be. a ‘pleasurable one.
wansea is hm 14 miles
S more, \\ul\ a’good bus
you have a car )nu might like to go further '|Iml\l “Then it is \rr\
fine run acros Bl Monntaias, tlibing oer ey g dients
e height of 2 000 feck above sca-lovel
to behold a most marvellous and mmw panorazil vicw Potihe
beautiful countryside below—a si ly forgotten. Pro-
ceeding down the other side you il come to, Liandovery—an
ancien and historic Borough, with, 5o it is said a pub to every
70 of 1ts 2,000 inhabitants. After a nice cup of tea here you can
take a short cut back hnnu' through Sennybridge, or if the mood
moves you, ider detour and take in the X
Dlanwriyd ‘and Builth Wells, hefore returning home through
Brecon
One of the advantages of Ystradgynlais as a centre is that there
are so many exits and accesses that every trip can Iv- made a
circular one, a mysterious one at that, and no one but yourself
need knu\\ where you are heading for or where you ln\r come
rom, Iwrc is one such route through the beaitita of Neath,

nd,the delectable Gower C
all the way.

whi land you either on the Brecon Beacons or in Cardiff,
depending on which turning you take at Hirwaun. You return on
ifferent roads. And by the way, Brecon Beacons—what Beacons!
There are four of them—Corn Du, Penyfan, Crubyn, and F
everlastingly standing gua il cieatane and
snclent Borough of Brecon, e quaint and grand old county
town is worth all this guarding

Then ther 1 ‘Morthyr, Aberdare, the Rhondda, Porth-
cawl and many more, all sizeable towns, ail within pleasant run-
ning distances and, above all, all good neighbours

n-Big,

are Neath

G. CONTI High-Class
Commercial Street @ Confectioner
YSTRADGYNLAIS and

SWANSEA Tobacconist

ICES A SPECIALITY

GORSEDD CIRCLE
Photo by T. J. Davies

THE CROSS, YSTRADGYNLAIS



HERE IN THE VALLEY

Most strangers have a little difficulty at first in pronouncing the
name of our central town, and occasionally it is made the reason
for a little good-natured mirth. It ha called by many names,
but the one that appeals most of all to us is “Just a Guinness.” We
can't really condone even that one, so we would prefer that you
get it properly ffom the commencement, This is not the place for a
Welsh l(iﬁ(‘m but if VDu l\l“ only change the Wel for the

English *'U”” you w n get Us-trad-gun-lais s34 that o just
Bow it should be prunmmml We anticipate your first question,
i cm et ol e T S e
of times before, but the answer to that poser is a_long story.
Briefly it is said to mean the *'Estate of Cynlais.
wa Cynidiad Tia s a man who kfterwards bec
before that he was a ruler of this region and anllI{(‘d the estate
thmugh marriage. He died in one of the local caves in 7.
We, ourselves, wonder however, whether
st a recent well-preserved collection found
bos it Nl M i Wales Votealbylaiatthe
hub of this district, and all the administrative offices are located
here. 1t has a litle bustle peculfarly its own. Actually, it
easy £0.zcach by car of a good centre for jaunt
four roads lead away from thi placr to many beautiful and vary-
ing landscapes. To those of you who travel without a car, good
and very frequent bus services will take you anywhers you want
to_go and, we hope, bring you back agai
We have no particular main streets, Rl s o)
ones and they are known as Brecon Road, Station Road
mercial Street, and Lhurrh Street. They all lead to some very fine
aud mtrr(-stm(, places.
Road goes on past the Welfare Hall and Institute, a
puilding which s the cultural centre of the tow
as well as the playful type are catered for in this Institute.
During the proper season one may en]ny Operas, nnmae, and
)y our own amateurs of an unbelivably high
a town of this size, Vou desiro . seat At oae

of thee entertainments you will bo well advised o make & resorva.
tion in advance, for patrons come from far and near
Most towns boast of a

Well, we have two, and both
ire Services Safety Regulation.
O Churches, we have quite a few, presumably becaise we are
such & good geople, The oldest, of the Parish Church,
named after St. ot Hhe freo thurches aro also repre-
sentod ere, too, some. b\v largc and imposing buildings and some
not so large. You necd, “ther ualms of not having
the religious and moral s o Jou well looked after

have, as well, 166 (ot other interesting Institutions w}
cater for man’s needs in divers way:

The story of our countryside must rightly start with Cwmtwrch,
It is a long, winding village, 50 long that it has to be known
as cither the Upper or the Lower. It does belong to
our County. Tt 1s shared also by the Connties of Glamorgan and

10

ich

TRO'RGLIEN, CWMTWRCH

("\rm'\rlhen It is so By ﬂm your first impression is that the
r (Twrch), the Rail the Highway are for ever contest-
Vo possession. g over each’ other, and have no
respect whatsoever for the poor County boundary. Thus, they ran
for about two miles until they part company near the George 1V.
nn, \\hcn each goes its own independent way must follow
£ the, other. then wo uggest  trap) i on. tho bazks oF the
c1sndmg river. Tt abounds with fine trout, and if you follow it
ough you will pass a noted picnic rendezvous at Firydiau
Twrch and Cventually arcive at oto of the Van Lakes (Llynfan
‘ach) ectacle. Returning over the eight or
so/miles you have trsversed you might well fsl, us did iing Gearge
IV before you, and n a )\\hlch he gave his
nams, of one of the ather similar est in the it
Maybe, however, you would prefer to pmrm-ll o litle £t Ao
e waters of the Su ng. not very
S Spring itself SRR reputa-
tion for its curative properties. Hence Cwmtwrch (Valley of the
Wild Boar) enjoys a large clientele of its own
Moving along through two_pleasant little hamlet:
(Night l‘nhl) and Glanrhyd (Near the Ford), we arriv

11
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we proceed along to Abercrave (Aber-
Mouth, Craf-Welsh Ga; ere we have another cinema, a Wel-
fare Hall, a very nice and well-kept Church and nors Lhipels
The geological formation begins to change here and with that the
scenery t0o.

Turning right at Aberrave, we proceed to Colbren. Alongside
this village passes a Roman Road (\1”\ Helen) Colbren, how-
ever, is noted chiefly for a very fins falls 1 yr Henrhyd) in the
River Llech, now the property of the Nationn: ‘Teast It has a

Retracing our stej

SCWD YR HENRHYD, COLBREN

PONT-Y-YARD, ABERCRAVE

ais and turn left into Cw a pretty little
y wooded in its upper r sl somotinies known
s Vi Hets e 6ok ihe Torstn \luhudlﬂ Chapel, the
present one, however, being the third building, a very old and
S ‘place of worship, and occasionally S0 Luoymias the
Mother of Chapels. Around the chapel there have been nurtured
eminent men of letters with a national reputation, and of whom
the local refer to in with

Here, too, from the resemblance of Cwmgiedd to the stricken
village of I echoslovakia, the documentary film, ‘‘The
font Village,”. was takeis; A large number of the local peopls, 4
almost unknowingly to themselves, becamo film stars at short
all over the country
Returning and moving up Brecon Road we pacs on the let
Castle Hotel, where one of Madame Patti’s oak
use, alas, not by her, but by visitors like yours
on our right across the river, we come to the | nd Fla
th- rr'p\ll('d shelter for a night for Oliver Cromwell, Followiag tht
bath house we come to the round house, now used as a
Brm Iun[(lmg but, theless, interesting and unique in its con-
structi

the
in




drop of over 100 feet and the fal

g waters can hv I\Mrd for long
istances when in flood. Only the youn ring should try
o Qe in thb bottomiol thella T St again is a
very difficult one.

Turning left at Colbren, and traversing about a mile and a half
over undulating country of truly romantic rura with
magnificent views from several vantage points, we arring, Back

the Brecon Road near to the Penycae Inn in Penycae Village.
Moving q\llctlv up the valley we automatically feel an awarene:
of the majestic surroundings. Just around a bend in the road we
take a first glimpse of Craig-y-Nos (The Rock of the Night) Castle,
the home for about forty years of the beautiful, lavishly wealthy,
three-times married Prima-donna, Madame Adelina Patti, who live
there in regal splendour. At this point a little trip down the side
road and up the far side of the river towards Penwyllt will give us
 full view of the Castle and its setting, beautifully situated on the
turn of the river. If this clegant picture does not momentarily
catch your breath ynu are likely, 0 the saying goes, to go on
breathing to a very ripe old a
it has an altitude of early 1,000 feet above scatevel,
vnrtu:llly on top of the mountain, and is complete with its own
Works (Quarrying), ‘Bost Oftce.snd Railway Station. We have,
however, a suspicion that Madame had something to do i
providing of hat statian, W Enow that o, id i facs, build
the road to it. She had important friends, including Royalty, and
probably that may be the answer. From here, too, she made he
one last sad_journey. Her cortege was borne by a special train
en route for Paris, where she was interred. The Castle itslf is now
used as a hospital, but it sml retains its old characteristics. One of
its novel features is the Theatre, a miniature in great dotail of
rury Lane, which she loved most of all the theathes with which
she was connectes

Returning to the highway and skirting the Castle we arrive at
the Gwyn Arms—a notec g hostelry. From here we may
have the pleasure of watching a e
up the mountain on one of the two daily Joumc;,s to Brecon, It
returns that way a little later with the brakes on!

Hereabouts now, are the noted Danyrogof Caves you have
probably heard about. Only in recent times have they been made
accessible to the public. They are one of the marvels of Nature's
work. The coloured stalactites and stalagmites in these very ex-

W. H. BARNES

Motor Engineer
Complete Overhauls Acetylene Welding
SHELL AND B.P. SERVICE

WHITE IIOUSF CARACh COLBREN

hurnwr 277

“Tel |.;,m..,
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aves are beyond adequate description, and only a personal
reward you completely with the spectacle designed for
jour bewildered eyes by Mother Nature. All the caves have not
Yet been fully explored and if, by any chance, you have a bent for
Jich adventiuce, there exists a Caving Club which, during the proper
season, will provide you with plenty of hazardous work and thrills
enough to last you all the other scasons.

From here, and for the energetic only, a climb up the Cribbarth
above 16 ayeatis suggested, The seenery from up sbove w
satisfy the most exacting tastes and for sheer wild g,lnrv—unbcal»
able anywhere.

¢ far avay from here, too, and stil on the mountain top,
xh(- 'muquar\ can also sa namral umuslms and delve into
his delights at the stone o r (Giant's Grave)
SRR R D other Van Lake,
the large one, & popular attraction with hikers. Those who can
malke it “m be amply rewarded by the lovely mountainous sur-
roundin,

'We shail not always accompany you on these cxcursxons into
the wilds, 5o you will please choose a day with a good weather
forecast. ‘Thess beautital and lovely mountains can S0 prove 1o

be very uniriendly to the unwary and, v now, we hope,
Drade Jou'a friend of ours, we want to'keep you unharmed.

TEAS, SANDWICHES,
CAKES, ETC.

FE
RAP A 000“ RSOADcvbBERCRAVE

BEST CONFECTIONERY
QUALITY HOME MADE ICES

F. D. R. JONES

Ironmonger ~ Wallpapers  Paints

Glass, Timber and Floor Coverings Marley Tiles
ALL DO IT YOURSELF MATERIALS

2 COMMERCIAL STREET -  YSTRADGYNLAIS
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THE CANAL FROM GIEDD BRIDGE

HERE WE PLAY

What do you do on a fine day around here? There are some
beantiul walks for both young and the old, Lots of folk like to
romant the Canal Walks and other places, or, for a change,

tako a stroll up the Park.
Others like to play 'n[[ bowls or tennis.
And what d Jou, dbion & wek day? Wh the sensible thing is
shing for trout on the River Tave, Angling, although not
alw y also be a little damp. Nevertheless, it is
recommended for complete relaxation. Should the spirits also be
the day’s results then there are, at convenient spots

o near to the ten miles or 5o of river, hostelrcs
e e gno(l !ms( l.no\\s exactly what is good for you. He might
even pror i e ey
rece A EgehG (of cours)

LS SR et el e
ever, advised to write for the rules to the Secretary of the Angling
Association beforehand.

t is, therefore, correct to say that Ystradgynlais can provide
almost everything for those who love spor, including rugby and

“The Palleg nine-hole Golf Course is a good place to play and to
see some more magnificent views and, of course, there is always
the attractive tenth-hole.

There are Children’s Playgrounds, Tennis Courts and Bowling
Greens, owned by the public and open to everybody.

TAWE SPORTS i

Fishing Tackle, Guns, Rifles and Fishing Rod Repairs

We also have a large selection of Gr:
always in stock

cphone : Glantawe 2166

nophone Records

Commercial Street * Ystradgynlais

G. H. LONG & SONS
COACH PROPRIETORS
HIRE CARS RADIO LUXURY COACH

Glendale + Colbren =+ Nr. Neath

Telephone : Seven Sisters 272
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HERE WE TOIL

ou may say you get plenty of window gazing in your hom

town—but you'll discover that at least the ladies of your party

love looking at shops away from where they live all the year
nd

The local shops are self-sufficient; they are bright and well
stocked with first-class bakery goods and many other excellent
things besides

As for Industries t the beginning of the nineteenth
century it was a very important centre for the production o iron
but i nce they turned out any iron. The t be-
came an unpoﬂ:mt cunm of the coal and tinplate mdusmes NO\\
the tinplates have gone, but we still have the collieries. Not so
y a long way now as, say, 20 years ago, but three have
survived to_this tarn out some of i best grades of
nthracits in the Coalfild, bub at a price in human fves and
haman sufferings, These casualties have been pretty Reavy.

5

Then, since the war, and with the whole-hearted co-operation of
our friends from over the Welsh border, and also the Government,
we have acquired something entirely novel and new to this part
of the country.Light Engincering Industrics, These factories are

mpressive and planned with thoughtful care to preserve the
amenities (oficlal phrasel) of this beautiful district. Now they
turn out watches and clocks by the thousands week in week out,
and you will probably see these at your own jeweller wherever
your home-town may be, whether in this country or abroad. The
Surprising thing about them is that the whole of the labour force
engaged, excepting a handful of experts, is made up of our own
local people who have acquired with remarkable speed the know-
ledge, the nimbleness, and the technique in this highly-skilled
precision work.

Another large and very fine factory is engaged entirely in the
mass production of cycle hubs, also in large quantities, and which
are again distributed over many parts of the worl

The Companies concerned are always most obliging and co-
operative in arranging conducted, organized partics around the
works. After one of these inspections, you will be impressed at
the dexterity of the operatives Sl R “up of
the organization which turns out such fine work.

An industry that gained considerable momentum just before the
war was Tourism, and figured then to become a major one. Th
of the Danyrogof Caves to the public brought in many
tho\\s:nds of delighted sightseers, and it is hoped (l'nt before long.
(REINE s e AT advantage.
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WIND ROAD AND GURNOS
ANGLO-CELTIC WATCH FACTORIES.

H ERE'S our WELCOME

nd as we started.
i s s e e e
courteous and helpful, and an at all times t ¥
comfortable as is humanly possible with good fare and good
service.
Dee. 1956

A warm welcome to all who care to come
You will find us

The Chairman and Members of the
Rural District Council of Ystradgynlais.

( every care has been taken in compiling this guide and the statements
contained herein are believed lobe correct, the Publishers and_the Promotrs
1 this. publication’ will not hold themselves responsible for any. inaccuracies.
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S. SHOWING THE ENFIELD CLOCK AND THE



Ll. 0. Francis
Late of Yoalyters)
FFamily Butcher
Daily Deliveries Home-made Sausages and Faggots
15 Cambrian Terrace, Brecon Road
YSTRADGYNLAIS

TELEPHONE : GLANTAWE 2169

. SEXTON GRIFFITHS
Electrical Accessories, Kettles, Irons, Fires,
Batteries, etc. China and Glassware, Toys, Fancy
Goods, Wedding & Birthday, large stock Presents
GREETING CARDS

P e TR

Argyle House, Commercial Street, Ystradgynlais

M. & M. R JONES

Grocers, Fruiterers, Frozen Foods
and General Dealers

1 Cynlais Buildings c Commercial Street
YSTRADGYNLAIS

E. MORGAN

A ei ot Patora) Teven iaiaeidy
Baby Linen +  Haberdashery

WOOL SHOP YSTRADGYNLAIS SWANSEA

Tel. : Glantawe 3106

8S”M

. ¢ @ i

Contractors

YSTRADGYNLAIS, SWANSEA

Painting and Maintenance Contractors

THI‘S GUIDE

THE HOME PUBLISHING co.

(Property Public
1y \LCL)\J HOUS

phoe : CROydon

. DINGW! \IL RD CROYDON

6 (3 tines)

“Hompuen, Croydor”
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J. MORGAN Rheolau Garage

Motor-Cycles of all makes
supplied to suit all riders

All machines gusranteed Insurance on the spot
HP. Terms to suit all

Showrooms at ABERCRAVE and MOORISTON

All work supervised personally
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SMITHFIELD FORGE YsTrADGYNLAIS

Blacksmiths for Five Generations
PRIZE WINNERS at BATH & WEST and Royal Shows

If you have a metal problem, please consult us
Personal attention with advice and estimates free

Proprietor and Manager : T. GLYNNE JONES

J. JONES & SONS

Motor Coach Operators
and

Long Distance Haulage Contractors

CROSS GARAGE
YSTRADGYNLAIS % SWANSEA

TELEPHONE : GLANTAWE 2137

“SIOP JIM’’ THE SQUARE, YSTRADGYNLAIS
STATIONERY, TOBACCO and CIGARETTES

Your Agent for

MECCANO and TRI-AN

BRICKPLAYER BUILDI

FOR YOUR DELIVERY OF NEWSPAPERS

Telephone . . . . . . . . Glantawe 2183




