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W. LONG & SON
COACHES OF ALL CAPACITY FOR HIRE
Distance no object

PRIVATE CARS AND MINI-BUSES
For All Occasions.

CONTRACTORS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

WE_WILL BE PLEASED TO ADVISE AND
ESTIMATE FREE ON ALL YOUR TRAVEL
PROBLEMS

Personal Attention at all times

Rheolau Garage and Filling Station
Abercrave, Swansea
Telephone : ABERCRAVE 236

* % % Xt

YNISCEDWYN HOTEL
(Prop. : Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Jones)

VALE OF NEATH ALEs

BED, BREAKFAST AND EVENING MEAL

LICENSED HOTEL

FISHING FACILITIES ADJACENT

PERSONAL  ATTENTION OF  RESIDENT
PROPRIETORS

Comfortable Accommodation
YSTRADGYNLAIS
Nr. SWANSEA
Telephone : GLANTAWE 2430

i

M.AA. ESSO

CROSS GARAGE LTD.

AUTHORISED FORD AGENTS

A.A. and RA.C. BREAKDOWN SERVICE
M.O.T. STATION

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

and CRASH REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Brecon Read, Ystradgynlais
Phone: GLANTAWE 3179

MIMOSA &

GRILL — BAR — RESTAURANT

COMMERCIAL STREET, YSTRADGYNLAIS
Telephone : GLANTAWE 2322

Seating for 80 - Fully Licensed

SODA FOUNTAIN

MORNING COFFEE
EAS

LUNCHES :: GRILLS
SUPPERS

Parties and Wedding Receptions catered for




COPPER BEECH
RESIDENTIAL COUNTRY CLUB
ABERCRAVE

Situated in the upper reaches of the Swansea Valley—3 miles
from Craig-y-Nos Castle—the home of Adelina Patti, and near
the famous Dan-yr-Ogof Caves.

The Club is ideally situated in its private grounds with spacious
and accessible car parking facilities.

Luncheons and Dinners catered for. Reservations in advance for
Weddings, Parties and all social functions.  Dancing in an
““Old World " atmosphere.

EXCELLENT CUISINE RESIDENTIAL

Telephone : Abercrave 269

DAN YR OGOF CAVES

NEAR ABERCRAVE
SWANSEA VALLEY
Awarded the “Oscar” Festival of Wales Trophy for
the most outstanding tourist attraction in Wales, 1966
Situated midway between Brecon and Swansea on the Ad067
road 24 miles north of Abercrave.
@ CONDUCTED TOURS OF CAVES ALONG CLEAN, WELL-
LIT, ROOMY PASSAGES CONTAINING BREATH-TAKING
FORMATIONS
Show caves open 10.30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to Sunday
Adequate Parking - - Licensed Restaurant
Enquiries to MANAGER, DAN YR OGOF CAVES
PENYCAE, SWANSEA. Telephone : Abercrave 284
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YSTRADGYNLAIS

THE GATEWAY
to

the SEA, the TOWN and the COUNTRYSIDE

The Official Guide

Issued by Authority of the
YSTRADGYNLAIS RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Council Offices, Ystradgynlais, Swansea
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HERE WE ARE

Why do you ask someone
to come and see you?

It may be because you have something you wish to discuss ; it
may be for a cup of tea and a quiet cha, or may be that you have
something to show.

We, the District Council, believe that in Ystradgynlais you will
enjoy a short or a long stay with us. We believe that we have something
to show you and by which you will remember us in a kindly sort of
way for a long time.

We are a hospitable people, with Welsh naturally in predominance.
but with a large sprinkling of English as well. Obviously, we get on
well together.

We have lots of friends who return again and again, and if you
should become one of them for a few hours, a few days or a few wecks,
We want you to be assured that you will be welcomed.

(Photo : T J. and D, Davies)

Ystradgynlais—General View




Here we live

We are the people of Ystradgynlais and District. We live on the
South-Western borders of Breconshire in the Tawe Valley, or, as
some people would prefer, " The Swansea Valley.” Perhaps it is
casier (0 say that way.

We occupy some 22,000 gorgeous acres of the upper part of the
valley and we claim, much 1o the good-natured chagrin of our neigh-
bours, that these aré by far the finest acres in the whole of the valley.
The majority of them constitute a part of the National Park.

There are about 11,000 of us, and we live mainly in four large hamlets

and a few smaller ones. Ystradgynlais is the [argest and the centre
for bu Abercrave, Cwmtwrch, and Colbren follow in size in
that order.

Nature has been kind to us and has endowed us with many things
beside beautiful surroundings. We are sheltered from the North and
the East winds by two noble ranges of highlands—the Black Mountains |
on the one side and the Breconshire Beacons on the other, and these

. Morgan) The Cross, Ystradgynlais

(Photo : Liew
‘The River Tawe at Ystradgynlais (Photo : Liew E. Morgan)

keep the chill out. We also derive the benefits of the warmth brought
up this splendid valley by the gentle Atlantic winds after parting
company with the Gulf Stream.

n that favoured way we are tucked in snugly in a near pear-shaped
hollow at altitudes ranging from 300 to 800 feet above sea-level.

We are proud of our bright and well-kept homes which are mostly
owned by the people who live in them. For those not i
the extensive Housing Schemes erected in central and hcwllhy Positions
and which are expanding at a fast rate, will soon give every family
who need a home accommodation in one of these fine houses.

Yy

We have excellent shopping and other facilities, and although
we do not boast of any large hotels we have, on the other hand, some
very good hostelries where the accommodation, food and cooking is
of a very high standard.

I, as yet, you have not had the good fortune of tasting some of the
delicious Welsh dishes, then at these places you have a treat in store.
The proverbial Welsh ™ Cawl,” or cges with Welsh cured ham and

Welsh cakes to follow, are just a few of the delicacies we specialize in
e P U S A A s s
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turning you take at Hirwaun. You return on different roads. And
by the way, Brecon Beacons—what Beacons ! There are four of them—
Corn Du, Penyfan, Crubyn and Fan-Big, everlastingly standing
guard like sentinels over that fine and ancient Borough of Brecon.
This quaint and grand old county town is worth all this guarding.

Then there are th. Merthyr, Aberdare, the Rhondda, Porth-
cawl and many mi able towns, all within pleasant running
distances and, abovn. '\H all good neighbours.

(Photo s Llew E. Morgan) Sewd yr Henrhyd, Colbren

Gorsedd Circle (Photo : T. J. Davies)

Hereabouts

Our neighbours are all excellent people They are casily acces-
sible, and every journey undertaken outside our own area should
be a pleasurable one

Swansea is but 14 miles avay, and the deletable Gower Coas

is just a few miles more, with a good bus service all the way. If you
e e o e fine
Tin across the Black Mountains, climbing over casy’ gradients and
on a very good road to a height of 2,000 feet aboye sea-level to behold
a most marvellous and extensive panoramic view of the beautiful
countryside below—a_sight not casily forgotten. Proceeding down
the other side you will come to Llandovery—an ancient and historic
Borough, with, 50 it is said. a pub to every 70 of its 2,000 inhabitants.
After a nice cup of tea here you can take a short cut back home through
Sennybridge, or if the mood moves you, make a wider detour and take
in the two spas, Llanwrtyd and Builth Wells, before returning home
through Brecon.

One of the advantages of Ystradgynlais as a centre is that there
are so many exits and accesses that every trip can be made a circular
one, a mysterious one at that, and no one but yourself nced know.
where you are heading for or where you have come from. There is
one such route through the beautiful Vale of Neath, which can land
you either on the Brecon Beacons or in Cardiff, depending on which

8




Here in the valley

Most strangers have a little difficulty at first in pronouncing the
me of our central town, and occasionally it is made the reason
for a little good-natured mirth. It has been called by many names,
but the one that appeals most of all to us is * Just a Guinness.” We
can’t really condone even that one, so we would prefer that you get
it properly from the commencement.  This is not the place for a
Welsh lesson, but if you will only change the Welsh Y ™ for
English * U you will then get Us-trad-gun-lais, and that is just
how it should be pronounced. We anticipate your first question,
though—what on earth does it mean ? It has been asked thousands
of fimes before, but the answer to that poser s & long story. _ Bricfly
it is said to mean the * Estate of Cynlais.” And again, who was
Cynlai s a man who afterwards hccam: a Saint, but before
St et e region and acquired the estate through
marriage. He died in one of the local caves in A.0. 527. We, ourselves,
wonder however, whether his bones were not amongst a recent well-
preserved collection found there and now reposing at the National
Museum of Wales. _Ystradgynlais is the hub of this district, and all
the administrative officcs are located here. It has a little bustle pecu-
liarly its own. Actually, it is very easy to reach by car or by bus.
It is a good centre for jaunts since four roads lead away from this place
to many beautiful and varying landscapes. To those of you who travel
without a car, good and very frequent bus services will take you any-
where you want to go and, we hope, bring you back again.
We have no partiular main sirets, all our strets are main ones
< known as n Road, Station Road, Commercial
Street and Church Strest. i il (oo yeey s andhinter

Brecon Road goes on past the Welfare Hall and Institute, a
splendid buiding which is the cultural centre of the tovn. The
studious as well as the playful type are catered for in this Institute.
During the proper scason one may cnjoy Opetas, Dramas and Con:
certs, efc., given by our own amateurs of an unbelievably high standard
for a town of this size, and if you desire a seat at one of these enter-
tainments you will be well advised to make a reservation in advance,
for patrons come from far and near.

Most towns boast of a_Cin Well, we have two, and both
are good and comply with the Firc Services Safety Regulations:

Of Churches, we haye quite a few, presumably because we are
such a good people. The oldest, of course, is the Parish Church
named aftor St Cynog.  Most of the free churches are also represented
here, too, some by large and imposing buildings and some not so
large. You need, hercfore, have no qualms of not having the religious
and moral side of you well looked a

< Svlb Tot of other interesting Institutions which cater
for man’s needs in divers ways.

The story of our countryside must rightly start with Cwmtwrch.
It i 8 long, winding village 5o long that it hs to be known a5 cither

he Upper or the Lower. _ It does not entirely belong to our County.
I i shared 150 by the Countics of Glamorgin and Carmarthen. 1t
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(Photo : T J. and D. Davies)

is S0 narrow that your first impression is that the River (Twrch), the
Railway and the Highway are for ever contesting for possession.
They zig-zag over each other, and have no respect whatsoever for the
poor County boundary. Thus, they run for about two miles until they
part company near the George IV Inn, when each goes its own inde-
pendent way. If you must follow one or the other, then we suggest
a tramp up on the banks of the cascading river. It abounds with fine
trout, and if you follow it far enough you will pass a noted picnic
rendezvous at Firydiau Twrch and eventually arrive at one of the
Van Lakes (Llynfan Fach)—a most magnificent spectacle. Returning
over the cight o so miles you have traversed you might vell fecl as
did King George IV before you, and make a cll at the pub to whieh

e gave his name, or one of the other similar establishments in the
Vi Maybe, however, you would prefer to proceed a little further
down the valley and try the waters of the Sulphur Spring. It is not very
nice to the palate, buf the Spring itself has a far and wide reputation
for its curative properties, "Hence Cwmtwrch (Valley of the: Wil
Boar) enjoys a large clientelc of its own.

Moving along throush two pleasant little hamlets, Gurmos (Night
Fold) and Ganrhyd (Near the Ford), we arrive back in Ystradgynlais
and turn left into Cwmgiedd. This is a pretty little dingle, very wooded
in its upper reaches and sometimes known as Swiss Valley. ~Here we

1
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find the Yorath Methodist Chapel, the present one, however, being
the third building, a very old and well-known place of worship and
oceasionally also known as the Mother of Chapels. Around the chapel
there have been nurtured eminent men of letters with a national repu-
tation, and of whom the local inhabitants refer to in conversation
with considerable reverence.

Here, (0o, from the resemblance of Cwmgiedd to the stricken village
of Lidice in Czechoslovakia, the documentary film, *“The Silent
Village,” was taken. A large number of the local people. almost
unknowingly to themselves, became Rl stars at short fotice, showing
on theatrical screens all over the country.

Returning and moving up Brecon Road, we pass on the left the
Castle Hotel, where one of Madame Patti’s oak beds is still in use,
alas, not by her, but by visitors like yourself. ~ Up again and on our
right across the river, we come to the Lamb and Flagg Inn, the reputed
shelter for a night for Oliver Cromwell. Following the path past this
house we come to the round house, now used as a farm building, but,
nevertheless, interesting and unique in its construction.

Retracing our steps we proceed along to Abercrave (Aber-Mouth,
Craf-Welsh Garlic). Here we have another cinema, a Welfare Hall,

a very nice and well-kept Church and more chapels. The geological
formation begins to change here and with that the scenery too.
Cwmgiedd (Photo : T. J. and D. Davies)

Turning right at Abercrave we proceed to Colbren. ongside
this village passes a Roman Road (Sarn Helen).  Colbren, however,
is noted chiefly for a very fine flls (Scyd yr Fenthyd) in the River

roperty of the National Trust. It has a drop of over
100 feet. Aum the falling waters can be heard for long distances when in
y the young and the daring should try to descend 1o the

Boviom of e fais 1 el bace again is a very difficult o

Turning left at Colbren, and travelling about a mile dnd a half
over undulating country of truly romantic rural beaut magnifi-
cent views frorn, several vaniage points, we ariive back ‘on the Brecon
Read nea (o the Penyeae TunjIn Penycas Vilage, - Moving guiely
up the valley we automatically feel an awareness of the majestic s
roundings. "Just around a bend in the road we tako g fist Shimpse of

raig-y-Nos (The Rock of the Night) Castle, the home for about
s ot oo At laviay wealthy, three-times married
Prima.dona. Madame Adelina_Patti, who lived there in regal
splendour. At this a little trip down the side road and up the
fir side.of the river towards Penwyllt will give us  full view of the
Castle and its seiting, beauifully situated on the iurn of the river.

this elegant picure does not momentary catch your breath you
P aying goes, to go on breathing to a very ripe old a

Penwyiit has an altitude of nearly 1,000 fect above sea-level, virtuatly
on top of the mountain, and is complclc with its own Works (Quarry-
ing), and Post Office. ¢ itsel w used as a hospital, but
I il etains 11 oldicharscleries: /One o it novel Teamres 3 the
‘Theatre, a miniature in great detail of Drury Lane, which she loved
most of all the theatres with which she was connected.

Returning to the highway and skirting the Castle we arrive at the
Gwyn Arms—a noted fishing hostelry.

Hereabouts now, are the noted Danyrogof Caves you have probably
heard about. Oy in recent times have they, boén mad accessible
to the public. They are one of the marvels of Nature’s work.
e stalagmites in these very extensive caves are
beyond adequate description and only a personal visit will reward
you completely with the spectacle designed for your bewildered eyes
by Mother Nature. Al the caves have not yet been fully explored and
if. by any chance, you have a bent for such adventure, there exists
a Caving Club which, during the proper scason, will provide you with
plenty of hazardous work and thrills enough 0 last you all the other
seasons.

Recently the proprietors of the caves have spent money lavishly in
exploring and lighting up the caves most effectively and making them a
centre of attraction for the whole of South Wales. Commodious
parking facilities and restaurant accommodation have been provided,
and to anyone visiting Swansea, or indeed any patt of South Wales,
then a visit to the now famous 05 Caves is a must.

ere, amidst glorious mountain’ scenery, Nature dispiays one of her
grandest exhibitions and that in the bowels of a mountain of limestone.
Here the visitor is interestingly led along a mile and a half of well lit
roomy passages carved out of rock by underground torrents through
Countless centuris.  The mineral deposit formations that have per-
colated through rock fissures throughout the ages present the pre:
day. viewers with Tloodlit Subsiersancan seenerits of breathuiaking
erandeur.

.5
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Abercrave Church (Photo : T J. and D. Davies)

The view from the restaurant terrace is undoubtedly one of the finest
in Wales, a glorious vista of mountain, river and glen, all forming an
incompatable setting for that beautiul architectural jewel—Craigynos
Castle.

“This very fine holiday attraction was recently awarded the certificate
of merit for outstanding tourist attraction in Wales, and full details of
the caves and their surroundings may be obtained from the proprietors
of Danyrogof Caves, Swansea :

ere, and for the energetic only, a climb up the Cribbarth
above the caves is suggested, The scenery from up above will satisfy
the most exacting tastes and for sheer wild glory—unbeatable anywhere.

Not far away from here, 00, and still on the mountain {op, the
antiquary can also satisfy his natural curiosities and delve into his
delights at the stone circle and Beddy-y-Cawr (Giant's Grave) in the
form of a cairn. ~Stil further afeld is the other Van Lake, the large
one, a popular attraction with hiker: who can make it wil be
Smply rewarded by the lovely mountainous surroundin

e Shall mot always accompany You on these excursions into the
wilds, s you will please choose a day with a good weather forecast.
These beautiful and lovely mountains can also prove to be very un-
friendly (o the unwary and, having by now, we hope, made you a
friend of ours, we want to keep you unharmed.
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Here we play

0 you do on a fine day around here ? There are_some
beautiful walks for both young and the old. Lots of folk like to
romanticise on the Canal Walks and other piace, or, for a change,
take a stroll up the

Others like to play golf, bowls or tennis,

And what do you do on a wet day 2 Why, the sensible thing is
to'go fishing for trout on the River Tawe,  Angling, although not
always productive, may also be a little damp. ~ Nevertheless, it is
recommended for complete relaxation. Should the spirits also be
damped by the day’s results, then there are, at convenient spots along
and quite near to the ten miles or so of river, hostelries where the good
host knows exactly what is good for you. He might even promise you
a g00d baske on the next occasion, but by pre-arrangement of course |

Would-be anglers, to save themselves from trouble
adyised o write for the Fules (0 the Secretary of the Angling Assowiation
beforehand.

I is, therefore, correc to say that Ystradegynlais can provide almost
everything for those who love sport, including rugby ai

The Palleg nine-hole Golf Course is a good place "to,play and to
see some more magnificent views and, of course, there is always the
atttactve tentivhole.

e Children’s Playerounds, Tennis Courts, Bowlu\g and
Putting Greens, owned by thé BUbLic and open to everybod

Here we toil

may say you get plenty of window gazing in your hometown—
e R o
shops away from where they live all the year round.

‘The local shops are self-sufficient ; they are bright and well stocked
vith first-lass bakery goods and many other excellent things besides.

s Jor Indigiries... AL the  beginning of the nincteenth century

ey important centre fnr the production of iron, but it's a

Iong tims e they e on. Then it became an important

Confss bf the col and tinplate iaasiies.  Now the tinplatcs have
gone and so have the collieries,

But since the war, and with the whole-hearted co-operation of
our friends from over the Welsh border, and also the Government,
we have acquired something entirely novel and new to this pari
of the country—Light Engincering Industries. These factories are
impressive and planned with thoughtful care to preserve the amenities
(official phrase ) of this beautiful district. Now they turn out
watches and clocks by the thousands week in week out, and you will
probably sec these at your own jeweller wherever your home-town may
be, whether in this country or abroad. The surprising thing about them
is that the whole of the labour force engaged, excepting a handful of
experts, is made up of our own local people Who have acquired with




PLEASE UNFOLD
FOR MAP OF YSTRADGYNLAIS RURAL DISTRICT

WOODLANDS SERVICE STATION

Progrietors : TUDOR EVANS, F.

Motor Engineers  ::  Dealers

Triumph Cars. Al kinds of
Motor Repairs carried out

Personal Attention

WIND RD., YSTALYFERA, SWANSEA Tel. : Glantawe 2205

RHEOLAU ARMS
.k avor  GUEST HOUSE

Midway between Brecon and Swansea (on A.4067 Road)

BED, BREAKFAST AND EVENING MEAL
MODERATE CHARGES T.V. LOUNGE
OPEN ALL THE YEAR ROUND

PERSONAL ATTENTION

WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES AND PARTIES
CATERED FOR

Wind Road and Gurnos, showing the Enfield Clock ~ (Phoro : Liew E. Morgan)
and the Anglo-Celtic Watch Factories

remarkable speed the knowledge, the nimbleness, and the technique
in this highiy-siled precision work.
‘Companies concerned are ucliways most obli v%\ng and co- ancm:_wc

in arranging conducted, organized parties around the works.  After .
one of these inspections, you will be impressed at the dexterity of the ABERCRAVE, Breconshire
operatives and the almost luxurious set-up of the organization which
turns out such fine worl

n industry that gained considerable momentum just before Ihc
war was Tourism, and figured then to become a major one.
opening of the Danyrogof Caves to the public brought in many Ihu\h—
ands of delighted sightseers, and it is hoped that before long this in-
dustry will be renewed to our natural advantage.

* % Ot % %

Phone : ABERCRAVE 278

E. E. \VATKI‘\TC

Here’s our welcome (Partners + K. Watkins, J. E. & M. Watkins)
We end as we started. A warm welcome to all who care to come -
to these hillsides for a short or a long stay. You will find us courteous GROCERY, PROVISION AND DRAPERY STORES
and helpful, and anxious at all times to make you as comfortable as 3 : S :
is humanly posslble with good fare and good service. Daily Deliveries in Surrounding District. ~ Personal Attention
The Chamnaﬂ and Members of the ROYAL STORES - YSTRADGYNLAIS
Rural District Council of Ystradgynlais. Telephone : Glantawe 2179
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T. McGUIRK
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Member of Master Builders Federation
General Repairs to all Types of Properties
Estimates and Advice Free
Personal Attention to all work Undertaken
Contractors to Local Authorities
14 CHAIN WALK, GLYNNEATH, Near NEATH, GLAM.

R. MANNING & R. LEWIS

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Repairs to all types of Property. Houses and Bungalows built

to own specification Personal Attention
Member of Building Federation

“ WYEVALE,” TEMPERANCE LANE, YSTRADGYNLAIS, SWANSEA

1 GLYNMEIRCH ROAD, TREBANOS, SWANSEA
Telephone : Glantawe 2376

Telephone : Glantawe 3292 Fishing Facilities Available
The Gough Arms

Private Rooms available for Weddings and Social Occasions
Headquarters of the Tawe Angling Association
Bed & Breakfast and Evening Meal - Personal Attention
YSTRADGYNLAIS - BRECONSHIRE
(MR. AND MRS. P. E. EVANS)

CALL AT .
g &
Coniti’s
TEAS AND COFFEE - SNACKS AND ICES

Fancy Goobs WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Confectionery - Cigarettes

Commercial Street : Ystradgynlais

Telephone : Glantawe 3118
Derwen Studio

(T. 3. DAVIES)

(Member Institute of Incorporated Photographers)
ILFORD AND KODAK DEALERS
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHERS
Commercial Street - Ystradgynlais

JOHN HICKEY & SON
RADIO and T.V.
CHURCH STREET - YSTRADGYNLAIS

THIS GUIDE is published by
HOME PUBLISHING CO. LTD.
(A member o the Echelon Group of Companies)
who will be pleased to hear from Local Authorities
interested in the production of similar publications
Bell House, 36/38 High Street, Carshalton, Surrey
Telephone: WALLINGTON 5592

Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this guide, and the
statements contained berein are believed 10 be correct, the publishers and
the promoters of this publication will not hold themselves responsible
Jor any inaccuracies.

i




A new concept in LUXURY living
\ e

The Engincered Homes " Villa ™ which won the * Woman's Journal House of the

BUILDING TIMES CUT BY MORE THAN HALF

OVER 50 DIFFERENT DESIGNS INCLUDING

Local Authority Housing — Bungalows, two-

[“]0‘ storey houses, and flats to redefined Parker
Morris standards.

(onmm‘ Private Houses and Bungalows. Sports Clubs.
School Buildings.

n“” @UALITY—Designed for themostrigorous
climatic conditions. Controlled comfort by

high insulation and central_heating by gas,
w“[m[“([ electricity or solid fuel. High specification,
low maintenance.
M’ SPEED—Fast erection in all weathers.
SERVICE—Full Package Deal offered or

(ONPHIITIVE.  5Vew = venns exvemience ras
Pmﬁs ENGIEEERED Eiongsr:M TILIB?R
FRAMED SYSTEM AND DESIGNS

é Caerbont Works, Abercrave, Swansea, Glam

Telephone : Abercrave 257/8/9

Designed and Publshed by
LISHING Co. L, BELL HO S HIGH STRE

Prix GLAND
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